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Phone 330.637.4637
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Fax 330.637.4778

WATERCOURSE MAINTENANCE

WATERS OF THE STATE

Waters of the State have been broadly
interpreted to include lakes, rivers, streams,
creeks or storm sewers.

PROHIBITIONS

In general, property owners have the ability
to use their property in any manner that they
see fit. However, zoning regulations and
other state and federal laws restrict the use
of property. There are additional restrictions
placed on landowners with a watercourse
through their property.  The following
summarizes restrictions placed on the use of
receiving waters within the City of Cortland.

City Codified Ordinances

521.08 (a) —“No person ...shall deposit litter
...In or on waters of State.” As used in this
section “Lifter means garbage, trash, waste,
rubbish, ashes, cans, bottles, wire, paper,
cartons, boxes, automobile parts, furniture
glass or anything else of an unsightly or
unsanitary nature.”

This provision of the City Ordinances
prohibits persons from placing yard waste
such as grass, leaves, logs and branches into
a receiving stream.

Furthermore, there is a duty placed on the
landowner to keep the stream free from such
obstructions that may inhibit the flow of the
water and cause damage to upstream
properties. Please refrain from depositing
waste into drainage ways.

Storm Sewer Easement

In some cases the drainage course may be
within a City storm drainage easement. The
presence of an easement places further
restrictions on the landowner’s use of the
water course. The property owner is not
permitted to occupy the easement without a
license from the city. The property owner
retains ownership of the land within the
easement; however, the city has the right to
use the property within the easement for
storm water management. The city is
permitted to make improvements within the
easement that address storm water capacity
and management.

General Ohio Drainage Law

When a natural watercourse is not contained
in a storm sewer easement, the landowner
has wider latitude to make improvements.
If modifications to a receiving stream are
proposed, contact the Trumbull Soil and
Water Conservation District at 330-637-
2056. They will assistance with specific
questions and make sure that the work is
consistent with drainage law and to make
sure that necessary permits are obtained.

In general, landowners that own property
which contain waters of the state;

are entitled to reasonable use of the water.

e must accept water that flows onto their
property,

e must outlet water at the same point it leaves
their property, and

e will be liable for damage to neighbors that
result from modifications.



STREAM STEWARDSHIP

Now that we have provided the list of things
that a landowner cannot do with the
receiving stream, let’s discuss the steps that
a property owners can do to enhance their
natural resource. !

True to its nature, a stream begins long
before your property line and flows far
beyond it. What happens before that stream
reaches your yard, has an effect on ...

e the condition of the stream on your
property,

e the health and value of the property
itself,

e the well-being and safety of you and
your family.

Buffer Zone

A stream’s buffer zone is the strip of natural
vegetation along the banks that separates the
body of water from the lawn. Mowing to
the stream eliminates natural plants and
bushes. They have the root systems that
hold the soil in place.

A healthy buffer zone will,

e Stabilize stream banks

e Reduce erosion

e Provide wildlife habitat

e Increase beauty

e Reduce sediment and chemicals from
rainwater runoff

e Provide shade to keep stream-water at
cooler temperatures for healthy plants
and animals and less algae growth

Plant cuttings in the Buffer Zones.
Information pertaining to cuttings can be
obtained from the Trumbull Soil and Water
Conservation District.

! The information is taken from “Life at the Waters
Edge — Living in Harmony with Your Backyard
Stream” — Contact Trumbull Soil and Water for more
educational materials.

Yard Waste

Yard waste should not be disposed in the
receiving stream. The health of the lawn is
improved by leaving the grass clippings on
the yard. If grass is bagged, compost it and
reuse as a soil supplement. The last option
is to place the grass in bags with your trash.
Your waste provider will remove unlimited
bags of leaves and trees limbs if they are
placed in clear bags.

Trash

Debris within the stream will eventually
block the flow of water and cause the stream
to over top the banks. If a buffer zone is
kept natural, the stream will not pick up
wood piles and other materials. Keep the
stream and the area within the buffer zone
free of debris or any items that could swept
away. Periodically inspect the stream and
remove the obstructions.

So let’s summarize the Dos and Don’ts that
can make all the difference... in the quality
of a receiving stream.

1. Don’t mow to the edge of the stream
bank.

2. Do plant cuttings in your Buffer Zone

for more anti-erosion power.

Don’t dump anything in the stream.

4. Do help nature by removing trash from
streams.

5. Don’t change the course of your stream.
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Following these measures will provide
opportunities to:
e increase land values,
e reduce erosion,
e improve beneficial wildlife habitat,
e and make a difference




