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CORTLAND BUSINESS FACADE GRANT PROGRAM  

Application  

  

  

The City of Cortland has established the Cortland Business Façade Grant Program for 

businesses located within the city. The goal of this initiative is to improve the visual appearance 

of the city and be a conduit of development and revitalization within our community. The city 

would like to offer a 25% match up to $2,500. These grants are for the purpose of improving 

the aesthetic appearance of the building’s facade. A façade is defined as the front of a building 

or any side of a building facing a public way. This includes improvements to the exterior walls, 

lighting, awnings, windows, doors, and landscaping. 

 

 ***Residential rental properties located on High Street & West Main Street qualify for grant 

funding*** 

 

 We ask that you submit three cost estimates for the proposed work with your application and a 

“before” picture of the project area. The application will undergo an informal review process 

through the Marketing & Business Growth (MBG) Committee with the approval of the Service 

Director. A decision will be made within 45 days of submission. Applications will be scored 

based upon a rubric provided. Any modifications to the proposal shall be submitted for 

approval to the Mayor’s Office and reviewed by MBG committee and Service Director prior to 

the modifications taking place.  

 

Please note that the limited numbers of funds will make this grant competitive; therefore, in the 

case of tied scores, businesses that provide the highest investment or largest impact will get 

priority. Please complete the information below, applications are being reviewed on a rolling 

basis until funding is depleted. 

 

ATTN. to: Mayor Jim Bradley at mayor@cortlandoh.gov; or return to City Hall, 
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1. Name of Business:  

    

  

 
2. Name of Owner(s):  

If there are multiple owners, please indicate shares in the business for each owner  

    

  

 
3. Contact Information:  

     Phone:   

  

     E-Mail:   

  

 

4. Business Location Address:  

  

  

 
5. Type of Business:   

  

  

 
6. Entity Type:  

Companies must have Articles in good standing from the State of Ohio  

  

  

 
7. Start date of project:  

  

  

 
8. Employment:  

a) Current number of employees:   

b) Projected employees in three years:   
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9. Which of the following activities will your company undertake with exterior improvement 

grant funds?  

  

• Windows  

• Doors  

• Signage  

• Landscape  

 
10. How much money are you requesting the city to cover?  

  

 
11. How will the exterior improvements help economic development and enhance the overall look 

in the city?  

  

  

 
12. What is the estimated total cost for the project? Please include three cost estimates  

  

  

 
13. Will this project be completed by the end of 2024?   

  

  

Thank you for your time and effort. If you have questions, please contact Mayor Jim Bradley at 

330-637-4003.  
  

  

By signing below, I hereby acknowledge that the information I have provided is true the best of 

my knowledge and that I agree to the terms and conditions of this grant.   
  

  

Signature:                  Date:     
  

Printed name:                   
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Impact: Total change done 
by completing this project.  

Small change   
  
1 point  

Medium Change  
  
2 points  

Large change   
  
3 points  

Project Total Investment: 
Project’s total cost  

Small investment $1.00-
$10,000.00  
  
1 point  

Medium investment  
$10,001.00-$25,000.00  
  
2 points  

Large Investment  
$25,001.00+  
  
3 points  

Business Visibility: The 
location of the business 
either high traffic or low 
traffic  

Residential street  
  
  
0-1 point  

Collector street  
  
  
2 points  

Arterial street  
  
  
3 points  

Diversity Equity Inclusion  
Points   
  

Veteran owned business  
  
1 point   

Minority Owned business.  
  
1 point   

  

Number of employees:  0-5 employees  
  
1 point  

6-15 employees  
  
2 points  

16+ employees  
  
3 points  
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Rules and Regulation:   
  

1. A “before” photograph and signed Property photo release form (waiver) must be submitted 

with the application. 

2. Projects must be started after grant funding is allocated.  

3. The City of Cortland will reimburse the grant applicant 25% of the total project cost up to 

$2,500.00.   

4. Three quotes must be submitted with the Façade Grant Application to be eligible.  

5. Upon completion of a project, businesses must notify the Service Director for an inspection 

and final approval and an “after” photograph. 

6. For reimbursements to be issued the following must be provided: receipts or copies of 

receipts; a W-9 form for the grant applicant; and an itemized project budget must be submitted 

with the requisition form 

7. Reimbursement will be issued in the name of the grant applicant with one (1) check.   

8. Projects must be completed by December 20, 2026 in order to receive their reimbursement.  

9. All projects will be considered economic development. Project photos, data, or impact may be 

shared in respect to economic development reports.  

10. Applicants must submit a before and after photo with the project submission.   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


