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GROUNDWATER & STORMWATER
PROTECTION:
HOW YOU CAN HELP

It's important to protect our waterways. To do so, we need to
prevent pollutants from reaching our water. Follow these simple
steps to protect our creeks, rivers, lakes, and oceans.

GROUNDWATER PROTECTION

The bestway to protect the groundwater in your area is to properly
manage or eliminate the sources of pollution. Here are some easy
ways you can help:

* Follow safe disposal and storage practices. Learn how to store
and dispose of household products and chemicals properly.

* Keep up with maintenance. Maintain your household systems
to prevent contamination. For example, if your AC isn't
properly maintained, it could leak Freon, causing numerous
problems.

®* Use less. Reducing the amount of harmful chemicals in
the environment lowers the likelihood of groundwater
contamination.

STORMWATER

If you've ever noticed water cascading over parking lots or
rushing down roadside ditches after a rainstorm, you've seen
stormwater. Stormwater is exactly what it sounds like: water from
precipitation events. Stormwater can be both a great resource
and a major problem. As stormwater travels from where it hits
the ground to our waterways, it can pick up chemicals and debris
that pollute our watersheds.

® Reduce erosion. Add vegetative cover such as trees,
shrubs, and grasses to slow stormwater runoff and increase
infiltration.

e [Keep your soil healthy. Uncompacted healthy soils allow
stormwater runoff to be absorbed more easily.

e Protect your soil from wind and water erosion by spreading
mulch on the surface.

¢ Reduce pollution. Sweep up garbage from sidewalks,
driveways, and parking lots, especially around storm drains.
And always make sure to dispose of your trash responsibly.

¢ Never dump anything down a storm drain.
e Check your car for fluid leaks and recycle motor oil.

e Be aresponsible pet owner and pick up after your pet.



