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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

 

The Council of the City of Cortland met in regular session Monday, June 1, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the City 

Administration Building, 400 N High St, Cortland Ohio with Council President John Picuri presiding. Members 

of Council present were Alli McGregor, Chelsea Munroe, Kevin Piros, Scott Rowley, Kris Vadas, and Chris 

Wadley. Also present at the meeting were Mayor Bradley, Law Director Wilson, Finance Director Gibson, Police 

Chief Morris, and Director of Public Service Solarz; absent was Fire Chief Rea. 

 

Audience members who signed in:    

  

Rita Dodd  242 Fowler St 

Joe Ciulla  3355 Niles Cortland Rd 

Cortland Fire Captain Todd Price 

Cortland Firefighter Scott Bower 

 

A motion to approve the minutes from May 4, 2026 Council Meeting was made by Councilmember Rowley and 

seconded by Councilmember Wadley. ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, abstain; 

Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. MOTION PASSED  

 

A motion to approve the minutes from May 18, 2026 Council Meeting was made by Councilmember Piros and 

seconded by Councilmember Vadas. ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; 

Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. MOTION PASSED  

 

A motion to approve electric bills to be paid totaling $12,580.16 was made by Councilmember Munroe and 

seconded by Councilmember McGregor.  

 

COUNCILMAN VADAS - John, I will be abstaining… (INAUDIBLE). 

 

ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, abstain; Wadley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED  

 

A motion to approve all other bills to be paid totaling $271,560.30 was made by Councilmember Rowley and 

seconded by Councilmember Piros. ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; 

Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. MOTION PASSED  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON PENDING LEGISLATION: 

 

RITA DODD – 242 FOWLER ST 

RITA DODD – Can I get some clarification on O-21-26? Is it saying Council and city officials agree with having 

data centers put in? 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - No, it is actually putting a moratorium on data centers for up to one year. It 

will stop any zoning permits or anything regarding data centers for up to one year to give our Planning & Zoning 

an opportunity to review our zoning regulations because data centers weren't really thought of when our zoning 

regulations were put in place. That's the purpose of the ordinance.  

 

RITA DODD – Can’t you just make an ordinance saying no data center at all are allowed in Cortland?  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - No. We'll talk a little bit more about it when the item comes up. We have to 

do our due diligence. I'm not saying I'm necessarily against data centers. I think there's a place for them. I just 
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think we have to do our due diligence to make sure that, number one, we can support them as far as all the 

electrical, water, and all the other infrastructure needs that one would need. And then, also, give Planning & 

Zoning an opportunity to see if there is a place where they would make sense or not.  

 

RITA DODD – A data center can be put in here without passing through you guys, correct? 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - Patrick? 

 

LAW DIRECTOR WILSON - No. It couldn't come in under the current circumstances of this moratorium being 

put on. The Zoning Board would be unable, once this legislation passes, to pass anything to let a data center come 

in. It's giving this Board and the Zoning Board breathing room for a year to figure out if we even want them here 

in the city.  

 

RITA DODD – Well, we don’t.  

 

LAW DIRECTOR WILSON - Well, I know that's your vote. I understand. And I doubt you're alone. Council 

wants an opportunity to research it, and the Zoning Board does too. So, I think it makes sense to say, we're not 

going to do anything for a year and go from there. Other places have been caught flatfooted, and data centers have 

come in, or tried to come in, and now there are lawsuits. It's very expensive litigation, and they didn't have any 

way to block it. If this item that's on the agenda tonight goes into effect, then you won't have to worry about that 

here in Cortland for a year.  

 

A motion for Executive Session to discuss personnel, the appointment of a public employee, inviting Council, 

Mayor, Finance Director, and Law Director was made by Councilmember Piros and seconded by Councilmember 

Munroe. ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, 

aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - We will not make any decisions while we're in Executive Session, and we 

will be out after that. 

 

Council adjourned into Executive Session at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Council reconvened the Council Meeting at 7:37 p.m.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - We're back from Executive Session; no decisions were made. We will head 

back to our agenda - first up is Old Business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

ORDINANCE O-16-26 - An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract with Ohio Valley Waste 

Services, Inc. for the removal of refuse from the City of Cortland, Ohio was read and moved for third and final 

reading by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Piros. ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; 

Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED THIRD 

AND FINAL READING 

 

ORDINANCE O-17-26 - An Ordinance authorizing the Fire Chief to renew the Fire Department’s contract for 

fire reporting and EMS reporting software with ESO Solutions Inc. was read and moved for second reading by 

Councilmember Wadley and seconded by Councilmember Rowley.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI - This was explained at the last meeting. Are there any questions? 
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ROLL CALL ON O-17-26 - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; 

Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED SECOND READING 

 

ORDINANCE O-18-26 - An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Site Prep 

Services, LLC for the construction of the Outdoor Event Space at 181 W Main Street was read and moved for 

second reading by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Piros. ROLL CALL - McGregor, 

aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED 

SECOND READING  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

RESOLUTION R-30-26 - A Resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Cortland to enter into a partnership 

agreement with the cities of Niles, Hubbard, and Girard for the program year 2026 Community Housing Impact 

and Preservation (CHIP) program with the State of Ohio, Department of Development, Community Services 

Division, Office of Community Enhancements (OCE) was made by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by 

Councilmember Vadas.  

 

COUNCILMAN ROWLEY - Has anybody ever taken advantage of this program to your knowledge?  

 

MAYOR BRADLEY - Yeah, Scott, there actually has been.  

 

LAW DIRECTOR WILSON - A couple people, actually. I know one within the last year just paid it off. 

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – We have quite a few, and now we just had another one that had two that's 

going to be paid off.  

 

COUNCILMAN ROWLEY - Oh, good.  

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – That was sent in. We actually had a phone call the other day. Somebody 

had seen this and wanted to know who to contact. So, we gave them a contact number. We said the resolution is 

not going on until tonight, so the Mayor can sign the documents after tonight, give them a call, and see what they 

can apply for. So, we have had some Cortland residents apply for this.  

 

COUNCILMAN WADLEY - Can we get a short overview of exactly what this is?  

 

MAYOR BRADLEY - Sure, it's a grant-based program to help people with home rehabilitation based on their 

income level. The program moves forward as long as the program is funded through state and federal funding. 

The city of Cortland does not take the lead on this. We're just one of three cities that if this funding does become 

available, if there is grant available, then people in our town can apply.  

 

COUNCILMAN WADLEY - If I read it correctly, I think we're entitled to… (INAUDIBLE)… based on cities, 

right?  

 

MAYOR BRADLEY - Yes.  

 

COUNCILWOMAN MUNROE - It's $250,000.  
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FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON - On your monthly report, the fund status shows the  CHIP program revolving 

loan fund. We do have money in there from people paying off their loans, so when somebody applies, that's the 

first money they use. We do have some extra money for that.  

 

ROLL CALL ON R-30-26 - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; 

Wadley, aye. MOTION PASSED  

 

ORDINANCE O-19-26 – An Ordinance authorizing the Police Chief to purchase a Ford Police Interceptor Sport 

Utility Vehicle and purchase the ready for patrol accessories including the installation of those accessories from 

Statewide Ford Lincoln Mercury was read and moved for first reading by Councilmember Wadley and seconded 

by Councilmember Vadas.  

 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS - This is our fleet plan that was created probably around 2021, with the help of the 

Council President Picuri. It called for two cars a year. Well, our budget, as you’re all aware, was not fat at the end 

of last year. As a matter of fact, we were really, really skinny. So, we purchased one car at the beginning of the 

year. In talking to the Law Director, we determined that we could use opioid money to pay for part of this car, and 

the remaining balance will come out of our budget line item. I suspect we will get fully reimbursed when we sell 

the car that we are going to replace. This is just keeping in line with our fleet plan. I'm going to hopefully do two 

readings. I'm going to come to the 2nd meeting with an emergency. The quote, as you can see, is good 30 days 

from May 13th. That puts us to about June 13th. Our next Council meeting is on the 15th. I've talked to him; he's 

okay with holding off until the 16th. He said that in 2027 we'll see an increase in cars, so it also behooves us to 

get our second car this year at the current pricing before they do the increases. So, again, just keeping with our 

fleet plan, and we found some funding to be able to do that. Like I said, I will be asking for the second reading in 

emergency, so we can get this ordered. As far as when we will see it, I’m guessing towards the end of the year. 

 

ROLL CALL ON O-19-26 - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; 

Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED FIRST READING 

 

ORDINANCE O-20-26 – An Ordinance creating, appointing, and setting the salary and benefits for the Interim 

Assistant Fire Chief in the City of Cortland was read and moved for first reading by Councilmember Piros and 

seconded by Councilmember Munroe.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI – I think the Chief explained the purpose for this at the last meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL ON O-20-26 - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; 

Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED FIRST READING 

 

ORDINANCE O-21-26 – An Ordinance imposing a moratorium, not to exceed one year, on the acceptance and 

processing of applications for zoning, building, or occupancy permits for data centers within the corporate limits 

of the City of Cortland was read and moved by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Piros. 

A motion to suspend the rules was made by Councilmember Munroe and seconded by Councilmember Wadley.  

 

COUNCILMAN VADAS – John, my First Energy attorneys approached me and said I'm not allowed to 

comment on data centers. I'm not allowed to vote on them; I’m not allowed to discuss them. It's a potentially high 

value customer for First Energy. So, any talk we have on that, I'll have to excuse myself. I won’t be able to 

partake in any conversations.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI – Thank you, Kris. Duly noted. I’ll explain the reason for the emergency. As 

Council President, I am sponsoring this legislation. I put it together with some assistance, of course, from Patrick, 

to get the legal part of it correct. The purpose of this is to just put the brakes on a data center potentially coming to 
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the city of Cortland. I’m not saying that I'm against data centers, I just think that our planning and zoning code did 

not consider this when it was first developed, so we would like our Planning & Zoning Board to take a hard look 

at this, and determine where, if anywhere, data centers would work for the city of Cortland, what are the 

infrastructure needs as far as water, electricity, utilities, and are we even able to support a data center of any type. 

That is the purpose of this; to take a look at it. The reason for the emergency is if it did not pass as an emergency, 

someone could come in tomorrow morning and make an application for putting a data center somewhere in 

Cortland. So, we would like to get this on the books as soon as possible. Patrick, did you have anything to add to 

that?  

 

LAW DIRECTOR WILSON - No, you summarized it well. Other townships, villages, and cities have been 

approached already. Without any warning, they're knocking on your door and want to come in. So, with this 

moratorium, they won't be permitted. It will be legal. It will give you time to do your research and come to a 

conclusion.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI – Just doing our due diligence.  

 

MAYOR BRADLEY - I just want to put on record that my office has not been contacted by any company or any 

representation of a company looking at Cortland for data centers. We have not been contacted by anybody.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PICURI – And again, the purpose of this is we didn’t want to be surprised by it, so 

we're just getting ahead of it and doing our due diligence.  

 

ROLL CALL ON SUSPENSION OF RULES - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, 

aye; Vadas, abstain; Wadley, aye. MOTION PASSED. ROLL CALL ON O-21-26 - McGregor, aye; Munroe, 

aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, abstain; Wadley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED IN 

EMERGENCY  

 

REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE DEPT REPORT: 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – I'm sure many of you have seen on Facebook and other places unclaimed 

money funds. If you look for the city of Cortland, we have three. One is over $100; one is under $50, and one is 

under $10. Several years ago, we had a resolution that authorized me to make those claims. Those are done. There 

probably won't be much, but we'll get some money back that’s ours. I was contacted by ECMSI today. For those 

employees that have workstations, not just email, but if you have a workstation, ECMSI is being proactive with 

cybersecurity, and they're putting out a new content filter this week. So, all the employees that have workstations, 

department heads, you will see that email coming. There is a PDF with instructions on what they have to do on 

Wednesday. 

 

POLICE DEPT REPORT: 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS - I don't have anything for you, but I'll be happy to entertain any questions you 

might have. 

 

FIRE DEPT REPORT:  

(FIRE CHIEF REA ABSENT)  

 

FIRE CAPTAIN PRICE - Well, first of all, I need to say thank you for your support on the interim position. 

Chief Rea worked with Mayor Bradley and all of you. I have to say, it's appreciated by me. Chief Rea, when he 

was promoted 15 years ago, when I moved to Captain, I very clearly remember him spending a day riding around 

with the Fire Chief, and then saying, good luck. I'm not in favor of that approach. Chief Rea, as much as I do for 
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him and my Captains, we do for each other. This is Scotty Bowers; he'll be the Captain who replaces me. I still 

really want time with him to look at the role, and the day to day, and especially sit down. I've already talked with 

Patti a lot on the budget side and stuff like that. Today, as we joked, I had an agenda, stuff that Scotty and I were 

going to get done, and we ran a bunch of calls. We dealt with stuff that wasn't on my morning agenda. We're not 

caught up yet. So, having me with him for close to a month, to me is invaluable, and it will allow me to move 

forward in a positive direction. So, I appreciate your support with that. As far as a report, he didn't leave me 

anything specific. He had time today with his wife, unfortunately, a medical thing, and he couldn't be here. So, 

I'm happy to get back to him with anything you have, or I can try to answer it myself. 

 

SERVICE DEPT REPORT: 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE SOLARZ – Good evening, everyone. We completed interviews for 

summer help this past week, and we have five starting this Thursday. We also submitted streets for Eastgate for 

traffic counts for the 2027 Paving Program. The citywide garage sales start June 11th next week. Today we had 

three trees cut down at Willow Park, which was recommended by the Parks Board at their last meeting. Reminder, 

the car show is every Tuesday from 4:30 to 7:30 downtown. We completed another brush pickup last week also. 

 

MAYOR REPORT: 

MAYOR BRADLEY – Pearl Street school demo update for everyone - abatement is ongoing, and they are 

making good progress, and they are on schedule. Everything on that front is going well. Just a reminder to 

everyone, our splash pad is open for summer. Our splash pad is located in our park on Pearl Street. Hours of 

operation are 11am to 7pm. This is also listed on our city website. We are getting closer to the Lions Club Street 

Fair, so that means we are closer to the street fair parade. This year's parade will take place Saturday, June 27th at 

6pm. Lastly, the next mosquito fogging, weather permitting, of course, is scheduled for June 3rd.  

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

COUNCILMAN VADAS, CHAIR – The Finance Committee met last week to discuss the Interim Fire Chief 

position. 

 

TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 

COUNCILWOMAN MUNROE, CHAIR - Technical Review Committee met prior to tonight's meeting to 

review the statements of qualifications for engineering firms.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (No public comments) 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Vadas and seconded by Councilmember Piros. 

ROLL CALL - McGregor, aye; Munroe, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye; Vadas, aye; Wadley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

 

 

___________________________________   ____________________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL     PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL  


