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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

 

The Council of the City of Cortland met in regular session on Tuesday, July 6, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the City 

Administration Building, 400 N High St, Cortland Ohio with Council President Kevin Piros presiding. Members 

of Council present were Jim Bradley, Kathy Fleischer, Dick McClain and Scott Rowley; absent were Don Moore 

and John Picuri. Also, present were Mayor Petrosky, Law Director Wilson, Finance Director Gibson, Police Chief 

Morris, Service Director Blasco and Clerk of Council Horn; absent was Fire Chief Rea. 

 

A motion to approve Council Minutes from the June 21, 2021, Council Meeting was made by Councilmember 

Rowley and seconded by Councilmember McClain.  

 

LAW DIRECTOR WILSON - I think Rhonda gets credit. Seriously, I’m not joking. Those were very difficult 

minutes to put together. They add up to me. You did a nice job. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - Yes, thank you. 

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL - Thank you. 

 

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, abstain; McClain, aye; Moore, absent; Picuri; absent, Piros, aye; Rowley, 

aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

A motion to approve Schedule of Bills to be paid totaling $85,505.29 made by Councilmember Bradley and 

seconded by Councilmember McClain. ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, 

absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

ORDINANCE O-18-21 – An Ordinance amending Section 1125 of the City of Cortland Codified Ordinances to 

keep residential living districts free from eyesores, nuisances and obstructions caused by contractors within the 

city was read and moved for third and final reading by Councilmember McClain and seconded by 

Councilmember Bradley. ROLL CALL ON O-18-21 - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, 

absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED THIRD AND FINAL READING  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

RESOLUTION R-19-21 – A Resolution accepting the Alternative Tax Budget authorized by the Trumbull 

County Budget Commission and certifying it to the Trumbull County Auditor was made by Councilmember 

Rowley and seconded by Councilmember McClain.  

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – This is just our annual budget that we do every year. This gets us started for 

2022. 
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ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, 

aye. MOTION PASSED. 

 

RESOLUTION R-20-21 – A Resolution authorizing the increase of the City’s credit limit on its Wex Bank 

Sunoco Gas credit card was made by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer. 

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – Thank you for that. As you see, we made the one payment outside the 

schedule of bills. It is because we are using more gas, the price of gas is up, we need our limit increased. It has not 

shut us off at the pumps, but we need to get our credit limit increased so the card can continuously be used. 

 

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, 

aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

ORDINANCE O-22-21 – An Ordinance authorizing the Service Director to enter into an agreement with Bio 

Clean Services to clean, disinfect and insulate the City of Cortland’s Service Maintenance Garage on North 

Mecca Street was read and moved by Councilmember Bradley and seconded by Councilmember Rowley. A 

motion to suspend the rules was made by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – For the past couple years, we’ve had a major raccoon problem in this 

building. We have three existing bays. The first bay is intact and remains so. The other two have been homes to 

raccoons for a couple years. As part of this, we captured the racoons ourselves. They stopped counting at 20. So, 

we saved a lot of money. Usually, it’s about $200 each time they come out to trap a critter. So, we did save a lot 

of money there, but it does need cleaned up. The smell is almost unbearable during the summer, and with it being 

so hot it’s not getting any better, even with them not being there now. So, that is why I’d like to get this cleaned 

up sooner rather than later and that’s why the emergency. They have the time available. They can get to this as 

soon as possible. The quicker we can get this cleaned up, it will be healthier to work down there, for sure. When 

they are finished, we will make sure that we go in and button up all entrances that these animals might have 

gotten into. We will do that ourselves to we make sure we don’t find a new set of raccoons find a new home here 

in the future. They will go in, and they will dispose of anything up there that they find, they will disinfect 

everything, and once they have everything cleaned up, and if we have to, we can replace boards up there. 

Everything is plywood. If it is in worse condition, it will get replaced. It will be easier, cleaner and neater. Once 

they are done, they will re-insulate. The two middle buildings are heated, so the insulation will be more cost 

effective for heating those units in the wintertime. Thank you. I appreciate this. The people that work down there 

appreciate this. This will make it better for everybody. And, this is in addition to the upgrades we did to the final 

bay with all he enclosures, the garage doors, the concrete floors.  It is really a huge improvement down there all in 

all. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – So, we know the raccoons aren’t getting back in right now?  

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – He hasn’t heard or seen anything. Usually, you hear them before you see 

them. He said he has not heard or seen anything, and he is down there every day, all day. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – That’s not good air quality if you have all that. 
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SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – No. 

 

COUNCILMAN BRADLEY – Were you able to find out where they are getting in from? 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – Yes. It’s obvious where they scale to come up. It’s scratched. It’s tore up. 

It’s easy to find out where they are getting in.  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – That’s one of the reasons why we did the improvements on the third bay. That cold 

storage wasn’t sealed off. Now everything is done, except for the removal of the hazardous waste. Then, once it is 

disinfected, we will seal that off, so they won’t be able to run through the rafters.  

 

ROLL CALL ON SUSPENSION OF RULES - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, absent; 

Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. ROLL CALL ON O-22-21 - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; 

Moore, absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED EMERGENCY 

 

REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE DEPT REPORT: 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – Thank you for supporting the two resolutions. Hopefully with the Wex 

Bank, that will take care of the situation. Before it was snail mail, now we are doing it online. Every two weeks 

we are making a payment. So, hopefully, this will help it. 

 I have an update on the American Rescue Plan – Due to the state determining the townships now qualify 

as NEU’s, non-entitlement units, the state has determined they are eligible to be NEU’s, therefore they are eligible 

for funding. We were supposed to be receiving  $1,258,000.00. We are now receiving $708,955.00 for a loss of 

$549,000.00. Dee Dee and I have been both working trying to contact people why. I understand the townships are 

entitled to it. I do. But the bigger townships that have already qualified in the bigger cities, they’ve already 

qualified for their money. They got exactly what they were told they were getting. So, the smaller entities, once 

again, are losing the funding. I’m not sure if there is anything that can be done about it. I don’t think so. 

Everything has passed. So, we are sort of back to receiving what they told we are going to get which is 

$708,000.00. We will start to register for that this week. I got everything in an email today. We have to gather 

everything up and have the Mayor sign some documents. Then we will submit everything. We will get the first 

half electronically this year and the 2nd half next year. If you have any questions, I’d be happy to answer them. 

 

POLICE DEPT REPORT: 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS – I have nothing really for you. I will entertain any questions you might have.  

 

FIRE DEPT REPORT: 

(FIRE CHIEF REA ABSENT)  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - Today is Chief Rea’s birthday. He came in for a two-hour meeting today, though. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - Anything to announce? 

 



    July 6, 2021 

4 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - I don’t believe so. 

 

SERVICE REPORT: 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – Thank you and the people that work down at the lab thank you very much 

for that clean up passing. The crack sealing is done. We were done as of late last week, maybe today being the last 

day. They might have had a few things to do today. Tomorrow we will be spraying again for mosquitoes. Then, 

Monday we will be opening bids for paving for this year. That’s pretty much all I have. Does anyone have any 

questions? 

 

COUNCILMAN McCLAIN – Can I ask you a question about West Main Street?  

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – Sure. 

 

COUNCILMAN McCLAIN – With all the patching and everything that has gone on up and down the street, are 

there any plans to try to do anything to correct or improve some of that? 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – We can look at adding it next year, possibly. 

 

COUNCILMAN McCLAIN – Next year? 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – We are still looking at putting together a list of possible streets. I have a 

tentative list right now, but, absolutely. We can look at doing that. I know there is a lot of patching there.  They 

were considering maybe looking at having the waterline replaced down there. That’s one of the older lines, to do 

that first before we go and pave. 

 

COUNCILMAN McCLAIN – That’s what causing a lot of the repair and digging? 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – That’s what is causing a lot of the patching, correct. They dig it up, fix the 

waterline and then patch it up. 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - That would be a good project for the county meeting on Thursday. 

 

SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO – I’m thinking that might be the first on my list. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Segway here, Kim and I are going to a meeting on Thursday to meet with Trumbull 

County on planning sanitary sewer and water projects that the county will be doing upon receiving their ARPA 

funding. We will put in our requests and see what we come up with. 

Strategic Plan – We have tentatively mapped out to have the 3 readings of the final version complete by 

the end of the year, so we can begin 2022 working the plan. So, as it gets closer, I will keep you updated on where 

we are with that.  
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Facilities Study – I and the Dept Heads had our 2nd meeting with GPD. They kind of wanted to know 

what we wanted the outcome of the report to look like. So, we had some discussion with them about that. I would 

anticipate seeing that report to come out fairly soon.  

Union Contracts – Today, this is what Chief Rea came in for, I started speaking with the Dept Heads 

regarding changes we would like to see made. There’s a lot of stuff that just needs to be cleaned up. That’s why 

we are starting on it early.  

Lastly a few small things – the Community Garden was vandalized by a deer. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - Did we catch the deer on camera? 

 

(LAUGHTER) 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – No, but I believe it was a teenage deer. He was very bold when I was working in the 

garden yesterday. So, we will see if anything comes from the garden. If not, we probably won’t do this again. But 

we will persevere through this year.  

Pollinator Garden – We are getting that off the ground. We just started with four plants because the fall is 

the proper time to plant seeds. So, we will be adding to it this fall and getting that going. I think that’s all I have, 

unless anybody has any questions for me. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - Sorry to hear about the garden. 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – I was very disappointed. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - Why didn’t the deer stay in the back of the field? 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – I know. This guy came right up. I said, I see you, please don’t eat my vegetables. He 

clearly did not listen. 

 

NO COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

COUNCILMAN MCCLAIN - Kevin, this isn’t exactly a committee report, but I wanted to give everyone an 

update regarding the Veterans Memorial Phase 2 Project – the addition of the observation deck.  In case you were 

wondering, we expected it to be started right around this time. It is not started, yet. Although we are still hoping 

and planning to get it started very shortly and have it completed around the latter part of August, maybe early 

September. So, that’s still a possibility. I’ll know more here in the next week or so. I’m in constant contact with 

the folks at Gilmores and they have run into the, whatever the right word is, post-pandemic material shortages, 

pricing changes, and all that, particularly with steel and the decking, two things. They have had the engineering 

firm that they hired working of the plans and finalizing the plans. As soon as he can get a little better handle on 

the pricing of the steel and the decking, we will probably have a little ground breaking ceremony, of some type. I 

sure hope that is sometime here within the next couple weeks. I mentioned that, but that is just a hope of mine 

right now. Please understand… 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Right. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS - There are a lot of things out of your control. 
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COUNCILMAN MCCLAIN - As far as the State Grant portion, the funding raising is all completed. The only 

thing we need now to have them to release that money to us is a letter certifying the project is done and we are 

required to send in a few photographs along with that completion letter. Nothing from that standpoint is in 

jeopardy. But our initial schedule is really in jeopardy right now. As I have some more information hopefully in 

the next few days, I will get it out to everybody in an email.  

 

NO QUESTIONS OF COUNCIL FROM AUDIENCE 

 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Bradley and seconded by Councilmember 

Fleischer. ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, absent; Picuri, absent; Piros, aye; 

Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________   ______________________________ 

        CLERK OF COUNCIL                                     PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL  


