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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

 

The Council of the City of Cortland met in regular session on Monday, September 20, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

City Administration Building, 400 N High St, Cortland Ohio with Council President Kevin Piros presiding. 

Members of Council present were Jim Bradley, Kathy Fleischer, Dick McClain, Don Moore, John Picuri and 

Scott Rowley. Also present were Mayor Petrosky, Law Director Wilson, Finance Director Gibson, Police Chief 

Morris and Clerk of Council Horn; absent was Fire Chief Rea and Service Director Blasco. 

 

A motion to approve Council Minutes from the September 7, 2021, Council Meeting was made by 

Councilmember Picuri and seconded by Councilmember Rowley. ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; 

McClain, aye; Moore, abstain; Picuri; aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED  

 

A motion to approve Schedule of Bills to be paid totaling $132,261.72 was made by Councilmember Moore and 

seconded by Councilmember Bradley. ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; 

Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

A motion to approve Bank Reconciliation ending August 31, 2021, was made by Councilmember McClain and 

seconded by Councilmember Moore. ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; 

Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

NO OLD BUSINESS 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

RESOLUTION R-31-21 – A Resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Cortland, Ohio to place her 

signature on the Replat of Lot 8 – Copperlake Plat No. 1, City of Cortland, Trumbull County, Ohio was read and 

moved by Councilmember Bradley and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - This went through Planning and Zoning. On the first one, they are adding additional 

acres. The next one is the same except that it is on the other side of the street. They are adding additional area. 

That’s it. 

 

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED  

 

RESOLUTION R-32-21 – A Resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Cortland, Ohio to place her 

signature on the Replat of Lot 9 – Copperlake Plat No. 1, City of Cortland, Trumbull County, Ohio was read and 

moved by Councilmember McClain and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – The Mayor already explained what was going on with this particular 

resolution. Any other questions? 
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ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED  

 

RESOLUTION R-33-21 – A Resolution by the Council of the City of Cortland, Ohio accepting the Final 

Development Plan of the Bayview Circle Condominium Development as an Integrated Planned Residential 

Development was read and moved by Councilmember Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - They have a two-year time limit, and it ran out. The first time it ran out was in 2019 , so 

we had to reapprove the plans. Then, they ran out again in 2021. So, we are re-doing the redo and giving them 

two more years to finish what they’ve started. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – So, it  is like an extension. 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - Yes. 

 

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED  

 

ORDINANCE O-25-21 - An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Trumbull 

County Combined Health District was read and moved by Councilmember Moore and seconded by 

Councilmember Fleischer. A motion to suspend the rules was made by Councilmember Bradley and seconded by 

Councilmember Rowley.  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY - We currently have an agreement with them. It will expire Oct 2nd. Basically, we are 

renewing the contract. 

 

ROLL CALL ON SUSPENSION OF RULES - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, 

aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. ROLL CALL ON O-25-21 - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, 

aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. ORDINANCE PASSED EMERGENCY 

 

A motion to Set Halloween “Trick or Treat” for Saturday, October 30th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. was made by 

Councilmember Moore and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE - Is this pretty standard of the communities?  

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – This year there seems to be a number of different plans. Pending a set 

directive, we figured we would go with tradition. We’ve always had it 6 to 8 and I don’t think there is any reason 

to deviate off that. That’s why we decided to go for 6 to 8. We have not had negative comments from people. We 

did have negative comments years back when we tried something different, so we decided to go back to the 6 to 8. 

It seems like everyone pretty much is in on board with that. 

 

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye. 

MOTION PASSED 
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REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE DEPT REPORT: 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – We have been very busy this past month with negotiations.  

Last week, I received a letter from Cortland Banks stating, effective Oct 1st , our insured cash sweep 

money account interest rate will drop from 2.4% to 0.25%. I contacted Cortland Banks because it was such a 

drastic drop. I asked them if they would reconsider. They said Farmer’s rate is above Star Ohio which would be 

0.13%, so they are keeping us at 0.25%. I will be contacting other banks to do some shopping. We were contacted 

earlier this year from another bank wanting us to switch to their insured cash sweep account. They were offering 

2.3%, we were at 2.4% and I was not going to go through the mess of trying to… it was lower anyway. I will 

contact them again as well as other banks in the community to see what we will get. You also have my monthly 

report and I’d be happy to answer any questions. 

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE – You don’t have a date set up for the audit? 

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR GIBSON – No. He has contacted me and said they are still looking at it. They are busy 

with a lot of them. As soon as I have it, we will have our exit audit. 

 

POLICE DEPT REPORT: 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS – We took delivery of the two new cars. I want to give credit to Scott Daffron of 

Daffron’s Auto Body. They are putting the graphics on for free for us. We always appreciate that. Terry put the 

radios in and the gun vaults in the back, he did that. It saved us several hundred dollars, if not almost $1,000 in 

installation costs that he did in house for us. We appreciate his efforts. They will be on the road in the next day or 

two hopefully. 

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE – We are getting rid of...  

 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS – We are not getting rid of anything. This is part of the fleet plan to add to the fleet.  

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE – I know in the annual report that one car was getting high in mileage. 

 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS – We are not scheduled on the plan to get rid of any cars until next year’s rotation. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PIROS – Luckily, we will be able to divvy up the miles a little bit more. 

 

POLICE CHIEF MORRIS – Sure. That is exactly what the whole plan was designed to do, keep the mileage 

down on all the cars vs two guys in a car. 

 

FIRE DEPT REPORT:  

(FIRE CHIEF REA ABSENT)  
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SERVICE DEPT REPORT: 

(SERVICE DIRECTOR BLASCO) 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

MAYOR PETROSKY – We received the first draft of the facilities study and reviewed it with the Strategic 

Planning Committee. More detail was desired. We are working with GPD on that.  

The day of the last council meeting Kim received the general engineer’s estimate for our lighting study at 

Willow Park. It is $140,000. I almost had a heart attack. Kim is going to speak with GPD tomorrow to see how 

costs can be minimized, whether it be by eliminating poles by making them higher or… This is not championship 

sports so maybe it doesn’t need to be covered as well as what they are doing. Hopefully, we will be able to 

minimize cost there. Clearly, we are going to do it in stages. Everything will come to council for your approval. 

Letters went out regarding the new aggregate pricing with Constellation Energy Services for natural gas. 

You must opt in to receive this pricing. You can do that by calling Constellation at the phone number on the letter 

or you can go online at www.constellation.com/oh-cortland. All this information is on the city website. Customers 

who are already in the program will automatically roll over to the new rates, so they don’t have to do anything. 

The rates for the 4-year contract: Year 1 -  NYMEX average + $.10/Mcf. That is $.05 below the Dominion rate, 

which is also based on that same formula, but theirs’ is + .15, so we are guaranteed to save with that. Then the 

next 3 years it is at a fixed rate of $3.50/Mcf. The other price proposal was higher than that. None of the fixed 

prices coming below $3.51, so I felt this would be a better rate because we are saving a least $ .05 and then we get 

the better fixed rates for years 2, 3 and 4. 

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE – You said the current rate was $3.26? Was that right? I don’t see it on this sheet. 

Was it on the other sheet? 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Possibly. I don’t have that with me. 

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE - The concern I had on it was the variable rate. It is going to come starting right when 

the season will be higher. The demand will be higher, and the price should be higher. People may notice a jump 

from the $3.26, at least in the winter, and then it will probably drop back down. We may hear from residents 

about it because the variable rate is going to hit them during the coldest part of the year. 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Right, but, the fixed rate for this year would be $4.01, so… 

 

COUNCILMAN MOORE - I’m sure people are going to get jumps in their gas bills if we are at $3.26 and the 

variable rate is going to be… Historically, I went to their site, and it is higher during the winter and then it drops 

down. Obviously, it is supply and demand. So, we are going to be converting this over not at the low point, by at 

the high point. So, I think for that first year we may hear from some people saying why did my gas bill go up so 

much. It’s really supply and demand and the timing of the changeover. 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Right. But they are guaranteed a savings anyways over what they could get through 

Dominion. 
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COUNCILMAN PICURI – Mayor, will every Cortland customer get a letter then to explain it, or just the ones 

that are not in the program now?  

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – I think just the ones who are not in the program. I don’t know. I can verify that with 

Tom Bellish, our representative, tomorrow and send that out.  

 

COUNCILMAN PICURI – We put this on the website for those that don’t get the letter? 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Yes. It is on the website, currently; as well as the information if people want to sign up. 

 Also, there is a vacancy on Trumbull County Planning Commission. The term is Jan 1, 2022 to Dec 31, 

2024. It is an at large position. If you would like more information, contact me and I will forward you the email 

and application. That’s all I have. Thank you. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

MAYOR PETROSKY – Strategic Planning Committee – we are working on our first draft of the updated plan. 

We are meeting tonight after the council meeting. We will be having a roundtable discussion regarding this draft 

with community members on Sept 28th.  That’s all I have to report.  

 

A motion for an Executive Session to discuss union negotiations to include Council, Mayor, Law Director and 

Department Heads was made by Council Vice-President Rowley and seconded by Councilmember Fleischer.  

ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; Rowley, aye.  

MOTION PASSED 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Moore and seconded by Councilmember 

Fleischer.  ROLL CALL - Bradley, aye; Fleischer, aye; McClain, aye; Moore, aye; Picuri, aye; Piros, aye; 

Rowley, aye. MOTION PASSED 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________   ______________________________ 

      CLERK OF COUNCIL               PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL  


