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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE FIRE CHIEF TO 

PURCHASE FIREFIGHTER HELMETS AND BOOTS FROM 

MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY SERVICES INC. DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the Cortland Fire Department to purchase firefighter helmets and boots 

which will allow the Cortland Firefighters and EMTs to further comply with COVID-19 guidelines while 

on duty; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Chief has researched product lines and received a quote from Municipal 

Emergency Services Inc. of Chicago Illinois which was the most favorable quote for this purchase; and  

 

WHEREAS, the funding to pay for necessary expenditures such as firefighter helmets and boots will be 

paid from the 2020 CARES Act Federal Financial Aid package made available to the City of Cortland 

through S.B. 310 and H.B. 481; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Cortland approved Resolution R-20-20 on June 15, 2020 to 

receive Coronavirus Relief Funds to cover expenses due to the public health emergency with respect to 

COVID-19; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following features of the new firefighter helmets and boots are directly related to 

social distancing and health related precautions due to the COVID-19 pandemic: 

 

• Firefighters and EMTs are unable to wear standard medical personal protective equipment 

while wearing firefighter turnout gear; 

• Firefighters can come in direct contact with COVID-19 patients while wearing firefighter 

helmets and boots during their normal operations while responding to a fire; or while at the 

scene of an auto accident; or while on other service/rescue calls and their gear must be 

laundered after such calls; 

• On duty firefighters also serve as EMTs that actively participate in patient care and in the 

transport of patients with COVID-19. This places them at an increased risk of becoming 

carriers and thus transferring the virus to their firefighter helmets and boots so additional 

cleaning is necessary and additional equipment will be available when responding to multiple 

calls.  

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of firefighter helmets and boots meets the following three (3) guidelines 

mandated by the Social Security Act, as amended by Section 5001 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security Act (CARES Act): 

 

• It’s a necessary expenditure incurred due the public health emergency (COVID-19); 

• This expenditure was not accounted for in the City’s budget most recently approved as of March 

27, 2020; 

• This expenditure was incurred during the period that began March 1, 2020 and ends December 

30, 2020.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, OHIO: 

 

Section 1.  The Council of the City of Cortland does hereby recognize the need for new firefighter 

helmets and boots which will allow the Cortland Firefighters and EMTs to further comply with COVID-

19 guidelines while on duty.  

 

Section 2.  That the Council of the City of Cortland does hereby authorize the Fire Chief to purchase 

firefighter helmets and boots from Municipal Emergency Services Inc., 75 Remittance Drive, Suite 

3135, Chicago, IL 60675-3135. 

 

Section 3.  The total cost not to exceed $17,575.00 will be paid from City Fund 2151-290-394 

(Coronavirus Relief Fund, Machinery and Equipment). 

 

Section 4.  This Ordinance having the procedural rules suspended shall take effect immediately as being 

necessary for two reasons: to expedite the project that promotes COVID-19 protections to protect the 
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health, safety, and welfare of City Employees and the residents of the City of Cortland Ohio and to meet 

the timelines in which COVID-19 relief fund expenditures must be encumbered by November 20, 2020 

and purchases and services must be received no later than December 30, 2020.  

 

 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 19TH DAY OF OCTOBER 2020 

 

 

ATTEST:  _________________________  _________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL   PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

 

FILED W/ MAYOR  __________   _________________________ 

    DATE          MAYOR 

 

 

DATE APPROVED  __________ 

 

 

ROLL CALL    

EMERGENCY  ORDINANCE 

Bradley, aye   Bradley, aye 

Fleischer, aye   Fleischer, aye 

McClain, aye   McClain, aye 

Moore, aye   Moore, aye 

Picuri, aye   Picuri, aye 

Piros, aye   Piros, aye 

Rowley, aye Rowley, aye 

 

OFFICIAL SEAL 


