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July 23, 2026 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Beginning Aug. 7, 2026, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) Wildlife Services, in cooperation with the Ohio Department of Health and 
several local health departments, will begin distributing oral rabies vaccine (ORV) baits by air and 
ground to immunize wild raccoons in targeted areas of northeastern Ohio. 
 
Baiting will take place in Ashtabula, Belmont, Carroll, Columbiana, Harrison, Jefferson, Mahoning, 
and Trumbull counties, including the cities of Ashtabula, Belle Vista/Austintown, Boardman, 
Conneaut, Geneva, Hubbard, Lisbon, Niles, Poland, Struthers, Warren, and Youngstown. Operations 
are expected to conclude by Aug. 24, 2026, weather permitting. 
 
You may receive calls from patients or clients who may have found an ORV bait or whose pets have 
encountered one. While the risk of vaccine exposure is low, we want to ensure you are familiar with 
the product and its potential effects.  
 
ORV Product Information 
 
This fall’s baiting will use ONRAB® (Artemis Technologies), a recombinant oral rabies vaccine. Key 
details include: 

• Vaccine type: Live human adenovirus type 5 as the vaccine vector. 
• Excipients: Polymyxin B sulphate (15 U/ml), Neomycin sulfate (15 U/ml), and Tetracycline 

hydrochloride (~100mg; biomarker in attractant coating). 
• Bait design: A polyvinyl chloride (PVC) blister pack encased in a waxy green coating made of 

vegetable fats, wax, and a sugar-vanilla attractant. 
 
ONRAB® has been used in Canada since 2006 and in U.S. field trials since 2011, with no documented 
adverse human health incidents. Most individuals have pre-existing immunity to adenovirus type 5, 
but immunocompromised or pregnant individuals may be at higher risk of mild illness (e.g., 
cold-like symptoms) if the vaccine is introduced via broken skin, mucous membranes, or ingestion. 
 
Pets that consume multiple baits may develop self-limiting vomiting and diarrhea. 
 
There is no exposure risk when handling a bait that is still intact. As a precaution, always recommend 
that people wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water after handling an ORV bait. 
 
 
 
 



 

Recommendations for Patients and Clients 
 

• Do not attempt to remove baits from an animal’s mouth. Ingesting the vaccine will not harm 
your pet. Vomiting from the waxy sachets and diarrhea from the coating of the vaccine have 
occurred in dogs that have ingested numerous baits. 

• Leave baits where they are, unless they are found in areas frequented by children or pets. In 
that case: 

o Relocate them to a less accessible area, or 
o Place them in a sealed bag and discard them in the household trash. 

• Use gloves or a paper towel to handle baits, especially if the bait is damaged or if you have 
cuts on your hands. Although there is no harm in touching an undamaged bait, using these 
precautions will protect against an unknown exposure to the vaccine.   

• If the blister pack is punctured and the liquid vaccine is visible, wash your hands and any 
exposed skin thoroughly with soap and water. 

• Individuals with vaccine exposure to skin, eyes, or mucous membranes should seek medical 
attention if they experience any rash, fever, sore throat, headache, conjunctivitis, vomiting, or 
diarrhea within 21 days of the exposure. 

 
Reporting and Consultation 
 
If a patient/client reports they or their pet came into contact with a bait or the vaccine, they should 
contact ODH at (888) 574-6656 or (614) 752-1387.   
 
Thank you for your continued partnership in this important public health initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
     
Sara Margrey, DVM, MPH   
State Public Health Veterinarian       
Ohio Department of Health  
     
Attachments: Bait and Map 
 



 

ONRAB® Bait: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Baiting Area: 

 


