
Helpful tips on the prevention of Skunk Nuisance 
 
The availability of food & shelter can entice skunks to make homes on your property. Taking 
preventative measures can reduce the likelihood of an unwanted skunk residency. 

 
• Keep tight-fitting/locking lids on garbage cans 
• Bring in all uneaten pet food & water at night 
• Harvest gardens frequently and pick up any fallen fruit from trees 
• Restrict use of birdseed; skunks are attracted to seed & rodents attracted to the seed 
• Clear your yard of debris & brush piles & stacks of wood and rocks 
• Keep pet access doors locked at night 
• Do not discard edible garbage where skunks can get it 
• Seal up any potential entry holes in and under buildings and decks 
• Exclude decks as housing options by using ¼ inch welded wire fencing 
• Trapping and relocation of nuisance skunks is not recommended. Removal of these 

animals is usually only temporary and other skunks will likely soon move in. Skunks 
will use the same den areas year after year. It is crucial these areas are permanently 
closed off. 

• If you suspect a skunk may be living down in a hole, cover the hole with loose dirt. If the 
skunk is a resident, it will dig out during the night. If this occurs, please contact the 
animal warden for further advice. 

• If skunks are already settled under a building, installing a 1-way door on an entrance 
can be effective. This will allow the skunk(s) to leave but not return. All other areas 
should be closed off. 

• To drive skunks away, you may consider putting down repellents such as moth balls, 
and ammonia-soaked rags. 

 
 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division: 

• Ohio is a private owner trapping state; property owners are responsible for trapping 
wildlife on their own property. ODNR will come out only if there is a wildlife crisis, such 
as a bear or a deer inside of a residence. 

• Residents may call ODNR to receive technical guidance on mitigating skunk problems, 
but it is the responsibility of the property owner to execute the plan. 

• ODNR recommends the homeowner start with "harassing" the animal to force it to 
vacate on its own. This could include motion activated sprinklers and  
noisemakers. Skunks can see for about 15-20 feet; beyond that, everything is a blur. 
Skunks can only effectively spray about 15-20 feet. If you are beyond that distance, 
you can spray it with a garden hose, throw tennis balls at it, etc. in an attempt to get it 
to move on. 

• There is no state law that prohibits residents from feeding wild animals. It is difficult to 
legislate a prohibition on doing so because the law could be misconstrued or 



unintentionally prohibit residents from having bird feeders, etc. and the intention of 
what the homeowner is trying to feed could be difficult to prove.  

• HOAs will sometimes issue rules prohibiting the feeding of wild animals, but that is not 
to be up to the city.  

The Wildlife Research Technician for northeast Ohio is: 
Joseph Ferrara 
(740) 963-6456 
Joseph.Ferrara@ohio.gov 
 
 
CORTLAND CITY ORDINANCE 521.09 
521.09 Noxious or offensive odors. 
   (a)    No person shall erect, continue, use or maintain a dwelling, building, structure or place 
for a residence or for the exercise of a trade, employment or business, or for the keeping or 
feeding of an animal which, by occasioning noxious exhalations or noisome or offensive 
smells, becomes injurious to the health, comfort or property of individuals or of the public. 
(ORC 3767.13) 
   (b)    Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. 
 
OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
Link:  Nuisance Wild Animal Control Rule 1501:31-15-03 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-1501:31-15-03

