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The City of Cortland is moving forward with a critical infrastructure upgrade: construction 
of a new 45’ x 60’ municipal salt storage dome to replace the City’s existing salt storage bin, 
which is aging and no longer adequate for current operational and environmental 
standards. The project is supported by a $75,000 Ohio EPA H2Ohio River Initiative grant 
aimed at reducing chloride pollution in Ohio’s waterways. The total cost of the project will 
not exceed $160,000, with grant funding significantly offsetting the local cost. 

Why Salt Storage Matters 

During winter months, road salt is essential for public safety. However, when salt is 
improperly stored, it can be exposed to precipitation. Rain and snowmelt can dissolve salt 
and carry chloride-laden runoff into storm drains, streams, and groundwater. Elevated 
chloride levels are harmful to aquatic life, degrade drinking water sources, and are difficult 
and costly to remove once they enter the environment. 

A salt dome is a proven best management practice for municipalities. The dome prevents 
contact with rain and snow, significantly reducing chloride runoff and improving 
compliance with state and federal water-quality goals. 

Role of the H2Ohio River Initiative 

The H2Ohio River Initiative is a statewide program designed to protect and improve Ohio’s 
water resources through strategic investments in infrastructure and conservation. The 
chloride-reduction component of the program focuses on minimizing pollutants 



associated with winter maintenance, recognizing that long-term water quality 
improvements depend on practical changes at the local level. 

Cortland’s successful grant award reflects the City’s commitment to responsible 
environmental stewardship and proactive alignment with Ohio EPA priorities. 

Fiscal Responsibility and Community Benefits 

With a capped project cost of $160,000, the City is ensuring careful stewardship of public 
funds while delivering long-term operational and environmental benefits: 

• Improved water quality: Reduced chloride runoff into local waterways and 
groundwater 

• Regulatory compliance: Supports stormwater and watershed protection 
requirements 

• Operational efficiency: Better preservation of road salt, reducing waste and 
replacement costs 

• Environmental responsibility: Demonstrates sustainable winter maintenance 
practices 

Looking Ahead 

Construction of the salt dome represents a strategic investment that balances public 
safety, fiscal responsibility, and environmental protection. By leveraging H2Ohio funding 
and maintaining a firm cost ceiling, the City of Cortland is taking a forward-looking 
approach—protecting natural resources while continuing to deliver reliable winter services 
for residents. 

This project underscores how targeted infrastructure improvements can produce lasting 
benefits for both the community and Ohio’s shared water resources. 

 


